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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chagrin Arts continues Chautauqua-in-Chagrin with: A Case for the Arts
CHAGRIN FALLS OH  - After a week of Alliance and Espionage, Chautauqua-in-Chagrin continues bringing renowned speakers from the venerable Chautauqua Institution of western New York to Chagrin Falls and features local experts  for thought-provoking lectures and performances.  Tuesday, July 19th will cover, “A Case for the Arts,” featuring Artistic Director of the Chautauqua Opera Company, Jay Lesenger, and CEO of PlayhouseSquare, Art Falco.  Both speakers will look at the role of the arts in civil society – education, economic recovery, healing, and cross-cultural understanding.  Live music will be performed throughout the village at program venues and in several Chagrin Falls establishments.  
Schedule is as follows:

4:30PM| Chagrin Falls Library (Free), 100 E. Orange Street
Young Readers Program in the Chautauqua Tradition 

Young Audiences Artwork Apprentices will share an afternoon of art, theater, and dance performances learned through the Artwork program, grades K-4/Registration requested (440-247-3556)

6:00 PM| United Methodist Church, 20 South Franklin Street
Jay Lesenger - General/Artistic Director for the Chautauqua Opera
During his almost 35-year career as a stage director Jay Lesenger has staged close to 200 productions, and his staging of Donizetti’s Anna Bolena opened Beverly Sill’s first season as general director of The New York City Opera.  For the past three years he has been on the faculty of Northwestern University’s Bienen School of Music as Director of Opera.  A nationally recognized teacher of acting for singers, he has directed at the Juilliard School, Manhattan School of Music, Mannes School of Music, Indiana University, and the School of Music Opera Theater at the University of Michigan.  He is a frequent adjudicator for the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions.
Music at United Methodist Church prior to Mr. Lesenger’s program will be provided by Lucia Leszczuk who will lead a selection of vocal works.  Luci is well known in Greater Cleveland for her operatic contribution including recent chorus work for the Cleveland Orchestra.  Her accompanist is Barbara Lipston, General Director for The Singing Angels.
8:00 PM | Federated Church, 76 Bell Street   
Art Falco – President  and CEO of PlayhouseSquare Foundation/President PlayhouseSquare Development Corporation and PlayhouseSquare Real Estate Services. 
PlayhouseSquare operates an eight theater, 10,000 seat performing arts center in downtown Cleveland and is the largest performing arts center outside New York City, as well as the largest theater restoration project in the world.  Annual attendance is more than one million guests at over 1000 curtains with the Foundation acting as the major producer and presenter of theatrical entertainment

The Development Corporation is engaged in real estate development in the Theater District and was co-developer of the Wyndham Cleveland Hotel at PlayhouseSquare as well as the Idea Center in partnership with WVIZ/PBS and 90.3 WCPN ideastream.  The Idea Center is a 240,000 sf building housing the arts education programs of PlayhouseSquare as well the home of ideastream.  The Development Corporation controls almost one million square feet of office building real estate in the Theater District.  In addition to being co-owner of the Idea Center, PlayhouseSquare’s properties include the Hanna, Bulkley and Cowell & Hubbard Buildings.  PlayhouseSquare also owns one parking garage and three surface lots totaling 1,000 spaces.

Art Falco holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting, and is a Certified Public Accountant.  

He is a member of the Broadway League and is a Tony voter.  He is a trustee of Downtown Cleveland Alliance and Positively Cleveland-Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Mr. Falco is also treasurer of the PlayhouseSquare District Development Corporation, the first special improvement district in the City of Cleveland. His lecture for Chautauqua-in-Chagrin is entitled, “Destination PlayhouseSquare: A home to arts, education and commerce.” 

Musical entertainment will be provided at the Federated Church by Marcia Snavely, who will perform Broadway tunes on the piano.  
Each Chautauqua-in-Chagrin evening will feature musical performances in the program venues as well as partnerships with several Chagrin Falls vendors who will offer special discounts to preferred ticket holders.  Participating vendors to date are: Jekyll’s Kitchen – offering 10% discount, Fireside Book Shop – offering 15% discount, Imagery Fine Arts Gallery – providing refreshments to customers and providing Chagrin Arts with 25% of all sales on program evenings, and  All Matters Gallery – offering 15% discount, Cascade Boutique – offering 15% discount, and Club Hillbrook – offering 10% discount.   


In keeping with the Chautauqua experience, “Gate Passes” may be purchased to include entry to all events throughout the evening.  Single lecture admission will also be available. Only advance sale tickets will include Preferred Seating and discounts to area restaurants and shops.

Tickets are now on sale: $100 Series Gate Pass / all series events, preferred seating;  $80 Series Gate Pass /all series events, general seating; $30 Individual Gate Pass / both lectures, preferred seating; $22 Individual Gate Pass /both lectures, general seating; $14 One lecture/general seating.

Gate passes and tickets may be purchased by phone at (440)247-8955; in person at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre, 40 River Street, Chagrin Falls, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., or online at www.chagrinarts.org.   
Chautauqua-in-Chagrin is sponsored by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, with additional support from Judson/South Franklin Circle, Key Bank, University Hospitals Geauga Medical Center, Inamics, The Ohio Valley Group, Walter & Haverfield LLP, and the Chagrin Valley Times. For more information on Chautauqua-in-Chagrin, call Chagrin Arts at (440)247-9700.

Additional Chautauqua-in-Chagrin 2011 Programs
Woman Transcending Boundaries
Tuesday, July 26

Discussing what action is needed to empower women to reach their full potential and improve the social, economic, religious, and cultural context in which they live.

4:30PM| Chagrin Falls Library / No charge

Young Readers Program in the Chautauqua Tradition 

International Women’s Air & Space Museum presents a program about women in space, 4th Grade and up. Registration requested at (440)247-3556.

6:00 PM | United Methodist Church
Barbara Snyder
President, Case Western Reserve University

8:00 PM | Federated Church
Daisy Kahn
Executive Director of the American Society for Muslim Advancement, a nonprofit organization dedicated to developing an American Muslim identity, building bridges between the Muslim community and general public through dialogues in faith, identity, culture, and the arts. 
From Ancient Persia to Today’s Iran
Tuesday, August 2

Examining the outstanding impact of Persian art, architecture, and history in today’s society both in Iran and globally, and looking at the pluralism represented today despite common misconceptions.

4:30 PM | Chagrin Falls Library / No charge
Young Readers Program in the Chautauqua Tradition 

“Shadow Spinner” author Susan Fletcher will conduct a real-time Skype book discussion speaking about the incredible journey to Iran that inspired Ms. Fletcher’s writing, 4th Grade and up. Registration requested at (440)247-3556.
6:00 PM | United Methodist Church
Dr. Charles Kimball
Presidential Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Oklahoma; expert analyst on issues related to the Middle East, Islam, Jewish-Christian-Muslim relations, and the intersection of religion and politics in the United States.

8:00 PM | Chagrin Valley Little Theatre
Film Screening: Salt in the Salad 
Award Nominated film in the 2010 Chagrin Documentary Film Festival
Directed by Michael Kovensky, Elena Mescheryakova; Q&A following film with Isaac Yomtovian.

The stories of seven persons, Jews of the Persian origin, emigrated from Iran to Israel in the last 30 years. The circumstances of their life are different, however they share the painful feeling of nostalgia and loss of the land they once lived and loved.

About  Chagrin Arts


Chagrin Arts, created to enrich lives and promote economic well-being in the Chagrin Valley and Northeast Ohio, collaborates with local, regional, and national organizations to present inspiring programs that raise the profile of Chagrin Falls as a highly regarded destination for arts and culture.  The organization’s most visible programs are its summer Chautauqua-in-Chagrin evenings, its Chagrin Arts Winter Series, and its annual Fire Up! benefit.

To Obtain Additional Information


For more information about Chagrin Arts Chautauqua-in-Chagrin, speakers’ biographies, or to schedule an interview, call Chagrin Arts at (440)247-9700.




###

Contact: 
Rachel Lappen, Executive Director   rlappen@chagrinarts.org
Diana Gardner, Marketing & Operations Officer   dgardner@chagrinarts.org
Chagrin Arts
440.247.9700

[image: image1.jpg]