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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chagrin Arts concludes Chautauqua-in-Chagrin with: From Ancient Persia to Today’s Iran
CHAGRIN FALLS, OH - Chagrin Arts concludes its renowned series, Chautauqua-in-Chagrin, with “From Ancient Persia to Today’s Iran” bringing famed speakers from the venerable Chautauqua Institution of western New York to Chagrin Falls and featuring local experts in thought-provoking lectures and performances.  Tuesday, August 2 will feature Dr. Charles Kimball,  Presidential Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Oklahoma and screening of Israeli film, “Salt in the Salad – Sonata in Seven Parts,” directed by Michael Kovensky and Elena Mescheryakova, Award nominated at the Chagrin Falls Documentary Film Festival.  The film screening will be followed by a Q&A with local Persian Jew, Isaac Yomtovian. 
Schedule is as follows:

4:30PM| Chagrin Falls Library (Free), 100 E. Orange Street
Young Readers Program in the Chautauqua Tradition 

“Shadow Spinner” author Susan Fletcher conducts a real-time Skype book discussion detailing the incredible journey to Iran that inspired her writing.  To register, call 440-247-3556. 
6:00 PM| United Methodist Church, 20 South Franklin Street
Dr. Charles Kimball
Dr. Charles Kimball is Presidential Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Oklahoma.  An ordained Baptist minister, he received his Th.D. from Harvard University in comparative religion with specialization in Islamic studies.  Dr. Kimball is a frequent lecturer in universities and church-related settings as well as an expert analyst on issues related to the Middle East, Islam, Jewish-Christian-Muslim relations, and the intersection of religion and politics in the United States.  Former Director of the Middle East Office at the National Council of Churches, he lived in Egypt and has made more than 35 visits to the Middle East, working closely with Congress, the White House, and the State Department during the past 25 years.  He is the author of four books, including When Religion Becomes Evil, which was named one of the "Top 15 Books on Religion" by Publishers Weekly; Striving Together: A Way Forward in Christian-Muslim Relations; Religion, Politics and Oil: The Volatile Mix in the Middle East; and Angle of Vision: Christians and the Middle East.
At 5:30 PM, prior to Dr. Kimball’s program, Mark Freiman, pianist, will perform at the Methodist Church.  

8:00 PM | Chagrin Valley Little Theatre, 40 River Street   
Film Screening: Salt in the Salad – A Sonata in Seven Parts, directed by Michael Kovensky, Elena Mescheryakova
Q&A to follow with local Persian Jew, Isaac Yomtovian
Salt in the Salad is an Israeli film, subtitled in English that follows the stories of seven persons, Jews of the Persian origin, emigrated from Iran to Israel in the last 30 years. The circumstances of their life are different, however they share the painful feeling of nostalgia and loss of the land they once lived and loved. (Graphic images)
The film was award nominated at the Chagrin Falls Documentary Film Festival in 2010 and received the Best International Documentary Award at the 2010 Swansea Bay Film Festival in Swansea, Wales.  

Following the screening, audience members will have the opportunity to engage in a dialogue with local Persian Jew, Isaac Yomtovian.  Isaac was born in Tehran, where he attended Muslim schools while studying Jewish studies in the evening.  In 1966, he emigrated to Israel and volunteered in Israel’s 1967 Six Day War. An Engineer by training, Mr. Yomtovian was active in the Zionist movement in Israel and worked in the Israeli Department of Defense.  In 1971, he was offered a scholarship in the Department of Water Resources Research of the University of Nebraska, Lincoln.  In Cleveland since 1988, Mr. Yomtovian has written extensively in the local media on the subjects of Iranian Jewish life, Iranian culture and civilization, and the Islamic Republic Revolution. He is a frequent guest speaker in various educational and religious groups in the Cleveland Metropolitan area. His unique and first-hand experience and knowledge of Islam, Iran, and Jewish history has made him the desirable speaker and lecturer of these timely subjects.
Prior to both 8PM program, Olympic Jazz (Bill Parthe, banjo and Eric Rowles, tuba) will perform the lighthearted and jubilant music of early jazz.  With intimate groups from Duos to Septets, Olympic Jazz brings a personal and convivial touch to Dixieland and other timeless favorites of the 20s and 30s.
Each Chautauqua-in-Chagrin evening will feature five musical performances throughout the village – each program venue will feature live music as well as the following locations from 7-7:45 PM: Imagery Fine Arts Gallery – Pan Duo, a two-flute duo, Jekyll’s Kitchen – Acoustic guitarist Rick Iacaboni, and All Matters Gallery – Ed Lemmers.  Several Chagrin Falls vendors will also offer special discounts to preferred ticket holders.  Participating vendors to date are: Jekyll’s Kitchen – offering 10% discount, Fireside Book Shop – offering 15% discount, Imagery Fine Arts Gallery – providing refreshments to customers and providing Chagrin Arts with 25% of all sales on program evenings, All Matters Gallery – offering 15% discount, Cascade Boutique – offering 15% discount, Joey’s Italian Restaurant – offering a 15% discount, and Club Hillbrook – offering 10% discount.   


In keeping with the Chautauqua experience, “Gate Passes” may be purchased to include entry to all events throughout the evening.  Single lecture admission will also be available. Only advance sale tickets will include Preferred Seating and discounts to area restaurants and shops.

Tickets are now on sale: $100 Series Gate Pass / all series events, preferred seating;  $80 Series Gate Pass / all series events, general seating; $30 Individual Gate Pass / both lectures, preferred seating; $22 Individual Gate Pass /both lectures, general seating; $14 One lecture/general seating.

Gate passes and tickets may be purchased by phone at (440)247-8955; in person at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre, 40 River Street, Chagrin Falls, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., or online at www.chagrinarts.org.   
Chautauqua-in-Chagrin is sponsored by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, with additional support from Judson/South Franklin Circle, Key Bank, University Hospitals Geauga Medical Center, Inamics, The Ohio Valley Group, Walter & Haverfield LLP, and the Chagrin Valley Times. For more information on Chautauqua-in-Chagrin, call Chagrin Arts at (440)247-9700.

About Chagrin Arts


Chagrin Arts, created to enrich lives and promote economic well-being in the Chagrin Valley and Northeast Ohio, collaborates with local, regional, and national organizations to present inspiring programs that raise the profile of Chagrin Falls as a highly regarded destination for arts and culture.  The organization’s most visible programs are its summer Chautauqua-in-Chagrin evenings, its Chagrin Arts Performing Arts Series, and its annual Fire Up! benefit.

To Obtain Additional Information


For more information about Chagrin Arts Chautauqua-in-Chagrin, speakers’ biographies, or to schedule an interview, call Chagrin Arts at (440)247-9700.
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