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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Cleveland Jazz Orchestra Kicks Off Chagrin Arts 2011 Winter Series
Cleveland Jazz Orchestra will deliver a big band jazz program to kick off the Chagrin Arts 2011 Winter Series on Sat., Jan. 29, at 7:30 p.m. at the Federated Church of Chagrin Falls.  Associate Director Paul Ferguson, Director of Jazz Studies at Case Western Reserve University, will conduct the lively program that combines tributes to jazz virtuosos like Duke Ellington and the work of contemporary masters. Tickets, $28 - $5, may be purchased online at www.chagrinarts.org or by calling (440) 247-8955.
Performing big band jazz for more than 25 years with legends such as Arturo Sandoval, Tony Bennett and Mel Torme, the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra (CJO) is dedicated to performing and creating traditional and emerging jazz at the highest professional artistic level.  CJO strives to live out its mission: “… to enrich the cultural and intellectual fabric of the communities we serve through jazz; and nourish our community by actively leading in our region's cultural community, promoting Cleveland, reflecting Cleveland's diversity, and serving as a musical beacon.”
Rachel Lappen expressed excitement about the program, “As the new Chagrin Arts Executive Director, I am pleased to present Cleveland Jazz Orchestra  – a Cleveland favorite – as the first program of Chagrin Arts Winter Series. CJO holds values that are similar to Chagrin Arts’ mission of ‘enriching lives and promoting economic well-being in Northeast Ohio’ through arts and culture.”

Ferguson is Director of Jazz Studies at Case Western Reserve University, a position he has held since 1988. As a trombonist, he has toured with the Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey Orchestras and currently performs and writes arrangements for the CJO and the Cleveland Pops.  Active as a composer, Paul is the recipient of the 1995 Gil Evans Fellowship in jazz composition and has three CDs featuring his compositions: “Blue Highways,” recorded with Jiggs Whigham and the Berlin Radio Jazz Orchestra, “Friends,” and “Live At The Bop Stop” recorded with his own band. Last summer, Ferguson taught at an International Jazz Seminar in Zarautz, Spain, wrote three arrangements for the Glenn Miller Orchestra and wrote three arrangements for the Cleveland Pops for use on the Drew Carey show. Paul recently was named Associate Artistic Director of the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra. 
For 26 years, The Cleveland Jazz Orchestra has been Northeast Ohio's premier jazz voice.  Under Artistic Direction of Sean Jones, the CJO promotes jazz, in its historical and contemporary forms, through concerts with gifted jazz musicians, arrangers, composers and educators in northeast Ohio.  This non-profit musical organization aims for worldwide recognition in cooperation with guest artists, and looks to shepherd young musicians toward the future of jazz. 
The performance will be held at the Federated Church of Chagrin Falls at 76 Bell Street. Tickets are now on sale for $28 (preferred seating); $20 (general seating) and $5 (students).  Tickets may be purchased by phone at (440)247-8955; in person at the Chagrin Valley Little Theatre, 40 River Street, Chagrin Falls, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.; or online at www.chagrinarts.org.    

The Chagrin Arts 2011 Winter Series is presented by Chagrin Arts and sponsored by South Franklin Circle, Huntington Bank, the Ohio Arts Council, Chagrin Valley Times and Hamlet Retirement Village.   For more information, or to schedule an interview, call Chagrin Arts at 440-247-9700.

MORE ON THE CHAGRIN ARTS 2011 WINTER SERIES
Inlet Dance Theatre
Sunday, February 27, 2011 – 3PM

Performing Arts Center, Chagrin Falls High School, 400 East Washington Street, Chagrin Falls, OH

$28/preferred seating; $20/general; $5/students
On Sunday, February 27, 2011, Inlet Dance Theatre makes its Chagrin Falls debut with an inspiring program for the entire family choreographed by Artistic Director/Founder Bill Wade.  Inlet embodies Wade’s longstanding belief that dance viewing, training and performing experiences serve as tools to bring about personal growth and development.  
The Musical Theater Project: The Making of My Fair Lady

Sunday, March 6, 2011 – 3PM

Performing Arts Center, Chagrin Falls High School, 400 East Washington Street, Chagrin Falls, OH

$28/preferred seating; $20/general; $5/students
On Sunday, March 6, 2011, The Musical Theater Project: The Making of My Fair Lady presents a multi-media performance of the  unknown story behind the making of a Broadway legend whose hit score includes “I Could Have Danced All Night,” “On the Street Where You Live,” and “Get Me to the Church on Time.” The program is hosted by Bill Rudman and Nancy Maier with vocalists Joan Ellison, Jared Leal, Fabio Polanco and George Roth.

Apollo’s Fire: Bach, Telemann & the Bohemian Gypsies
Wednesday, April 13, 2011 – 7:30 PM
Federated Church, 76 Bell Street, Chagrin Falls 
Ranging from $55 to $21; $10/students
On Wednesday, April 13, 2011, Apollo’s Fire: Bach, Telemann & the Bohemian Gypsies presents a unique program highlighting the music from the Gypsy tradition, a vibrant part of the local color in Germany and Poland, and features Artistic Director Jeannette Sorrell on harpsichord, Kathie Stewart on flauto traverso, and German recorder virtuoso Matthias Maute.
About  Chagrin Arts


Chagrin Arts, created to enrich lives and promote economic well-being in the Chagrin Valley and Northeast Ohio, collaborates with local, regional, and national organizations to present inspiring programs that raise the profile of Chagrin Falls as a highly regarded destination for arts and culture.  The organization’s most visible programs are its summer Chautauqua-in-Chagrin evenings, its Chagrin Arts Winter Series, and its annual Fire Up! benefit.

To Obtain Additional Information


For more information about the Chagrin Arts series, or to schedule an interview with the performers, call Chagrin Arts at  440-247-9700.



Links to media:

· My Space sample http://ilike.myspacecdn.com/play#Cleveland+Jazz+Orchestra:Our+Delight:5550827:m36423179
· Web site sound bites
http://www.clevelandjazz.org/samples.asp
· YouTube video - The Cleveland Jazz Orchestra performs during the 2008 Wooster Arts Jazz Fest
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXG6ddbAAYQ&feature=related
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